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Ji»l,.J*s^ ilUtt.

[From llie Boston Atlai ot Sept. ir>th.]

The JVavlh tlmfera Uoun*
dary 1ii€esiioH.
Boston, 1 Uh Soplomber, IS 10.

Oo,ir Sir— llivo you real the lUo M.k];^^

and Feiitliur.slonhnJj;li Roport, oti the Noitfi-

eisiyrn lioaruhry Qiuslion r l( not, I coin-

mend it to you, lis a vory mvilini; subject for

the- crilical (llH-joctlnj; knifo

This Ileport in a folio of 57 pages, about

(wo thirila p.irl o( which consists ot a political

disquisition, un'l the residue of a hriof geo-

graphical menioir, (ollowod by a summary
vjnw of thn prelondcd tac** atlducod, and con-

r.lu-«ions reached, l)y the Co:nm'ssiuners.

Il IS under-to >d thu the djcnmojii i^s, in

chidt,the coi!\;)osition of one ot the Commig-

sionera, Ci. W. Featherslonliaurjii.

This iridividuil, u Bntisli subject, never, 1

believe, natural izui in the United Slates,was,

nevertholcs-i employed, tor a larjre componsa-^

tion, to make sundry geoi|rapbie;d surveys ot

portions of li»e West, in behail -jf the United

States Government. Mr FeiUicrstonhaugh s

accoiuit ot ihe-ie eurvoy;), pabhilied at the

time by ("untrre^s, is c(|ual:y distini;uishod

lor Its bjmbastic style, luriLs mlliled [)reten-

sion=^ to science, and torshu-jw .^uperLiciali-

ty, in fict. On iho streiifrth m{ (hn C'j:ii nis-

sion, however, Mr Fealhorstonhauirli a.;suin-

ed the title of '^United Stales Geo) j.:^isl,'

a title, so lar as I am iniornuvl, unkiiown ta

the laws, and which na more 'i«t3l<)nu;,Mi to

him than it did to any one oi^ th;5 score or

two nt'olU'^ers ol tlie Arwiy, ani oiinTs, '.\\\ >

have from time to time been - m >1" I >;) ' >-

pographical or geolotrical sur uodor the

authority ot the Governmoiu ]». ') .loin-^' in

thus hii;h sounding titlo, Mr F.- \-i'i -looiian- li

ilourished for somo seasons al '. a.-,liingtoii,

la all tl»o pri.io of plac". B ; 1 vVMi then,

whilst, acfmil in !iis piibiic c^)!.iLy, iii liit

John, is the ^'northwest anglo" of iho Bntisli

I'rovmco of Nova Scotia Mr Bullcr, in the

VVeslminstor Keview, fully admits this ,
bo

lully, indeed , that ho distinstiy imputes it to

his own govornnient as a piece of unwise and
injudicious bad fa ith, to liavo endeavored
throuf/hont the past nof^oiiations, to conceal

and cover up this notoriou;! tact. All the

commissions o! tho lirilish Fri)vincial Gov-
ernors, all th) leiji^lative and jmlical pro-

ceedings of tho Provinces thomsolves, rocog-

nisc the noriliwest auile ot Nova Scotia, a-

a fi.ved lej^al point, noii tho head ot tlie nve-

Ristigouche, and far nortti of thtj river St.

John.
From all this, th-* inference in favor of the

pretensions of the Unite 1 State^i ,woiild seem
to be irrusisliblo IJui^itiie elfeot of this is to

give the United States a jjore of land north

of tlie St. John, which the British Govern-
ment thin' ' ;>irable for their own interests

to possess -iocordingly, dnri;.:^ tlie negotia-

tions at Ghent, not claim u
-,

uis gore ot

land as theirs, they labored strenuously,

thoufih unsuccessfully, to hii.

States. Faibn^; in ihi> f n *

years al'Lerwaril;?, first sot >
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pointed to explore and survey iii ' i!,.>, oiled

Territory in the North Fast, tiio inteilii^ence

was received wiih univcr.sal su!;irisi\ Oi\

the one hand; tho inhabitants of i'; ; British

i'lovineoa were slu vV lob-.. 'ie^o^ ,'.
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if ihe British

.duller, in the

His ihid , sj

inpute§ it to

f unwise and
endeuvored

I, to conceal
ict. All the

'iiicial Gov-
judical pro-

le Ivos, rocog-

v.i Scotia, a-

i ot the rive'

I
• river St.

1 r.ivor of ihc

i ,wo 1 1 1(1 goern

r3t of this iij to

r land north

i-jh Govorn-
own iniorests

; the nogotia-

iiis gore ol

strenuuu:jly,

of the Urjiled
' Hotnj

to i' aa

urosiunf

pjer to contenu i^t ,— and, in tho pertoriuanco

oTthiy task, not re^ardmgr nice distinctions,

he ha> ver arcd to assjunie that iojlnd iiigh

And again :

"There arc various lin.!«Jof what hive /«'.

been continuoug rul^es,traver3ini; in a north-
Iands4, and to invent Ihoni, waa all the iamo

\ easterly direction tho disputed tor*ritorv, noma
thing. Itmiyboao in Latin; ..at it la not of which havo bQcn so ahruifcd ant hrokm
HO m binglish ; in tho English ol Lhzabcth i

^/^j^^^ ^/^^^ ^/^^^ ^^^ mailij obUteratcd, 1 -.wing
and James, which our fathers brou;rht over only peaks at trreat distanced froai each
witli them to Virginia and Masiachaseits.

—

^ay, not content with tluj alono, Mr Foath-

erstouliauij'h appears to have adopted as tho

motto ol his report, tho old adage, rlam in-

vcnlatn uel facum. For on his *' Map ot

ly pcans ai gi

other, but in the satiij niignctic direction."

Tho Report liien procoeda to do«cri'»o pr»7-

ticularly une of these ''abraded lidy?',' one
oliheso '' once been" ridge^, one «;t these
ridjjed "so abraded and 'jritlvoii down thai

the disputed Territory he hai invenled,mado
^^^.p ^^^ ^^^^ obl.teratt ' wiiicli it damn

and projected as pretty a now ra.ifre ol
a, .iue uuo highlands' o.

tiioiintains, cxtcndin"- Irom tho headwaters
ifQvly of l*aris,

1

/im

:an

Lit
•on

ducod to Cie-

n, ' t'3iiuso it

'3W

! is

>. 1 to

In ti our
nn of

Mieliii^an

itas l)cnu the
oVtM'iuneii t, to

MaliLn^ from
rev St. John.
;'y luillil'y ail 1

y

norlliw t aL dii-

, :v' ? p:irt

1 U.V - - lii;;li-

ice and iU iri-

U W'JU ill i3 UiiiJ

timl. vvh.iPtMs

r into iiio Bay
r'.v. r «d" -'ihoriu

!iou^h
- (•(tnlcnd

I'ass.iina-

i, wiuch tlow.-,

tiioleK.s r iviTs

!l iMt') tho Ai-
not

(/U(j in some otiier form, as a reward lor liis

disfovery. !

I do not wonder at the ncstacy id' the Lon-

don Times on aeeinij lUig M.jp. 'I'ue editors

oCllnt journal, I suppose, never had occasion

to buy wild lands by map. It they tiad, ih(?y

iijio^lit have nnj jyeTl some ex[)t'rieiice (dear-

^ouirli'. porhapri) ot tiie creative tacu llu.'.'} ol'

-10 Ini i'O mm i m the mutter ol locatiii;;

,' TH mutintamri at convcoioiit points un

,
, . iiich it is very ditliculi samotimes to

d sciTu on tho earth's surface. It is true that

and the Tobi(ino, traces ol a lanire of m ouri-

t'lins, wliich existed tliere iji the year of the
iCDvld lutmhcr one, (or [)erlia()3 a low years
before then, for,having been born mysell gome
wliile afterwards, 1 havo not the .same oxyct.

pfjrsonal recollection ol the chronology
tliostt early times as Mr Feaiherstoaaauirli
may have.) bu t whiciv ai'o now ''ab^ad^»d,"•

•'broken down" and *'o!diierated ;" and thu
supposed antediluviun ran;;e o? mountains '^

projected on tho ina[)/Wi/' ^5 ij' tJicy nmo cc»
istcd^ and is presented to us aa "'the true

Mr beaiherslonhduirh has eondosceuded to
j^j ,^(,^^^^,^„ ^^^^^^

r^.^^^^^,
of Pans ! He would

project a ran-e ol ii.^hlands along the sou Ji- ,^^°^ ^^ .^^y^^^,^ ^^^^^ ^^,;^^^ ^.^.^^ .j,^^,^ ^^
rjisterly side of the St Lawrence basin, and

nortli of the rft John; but then he ha:j de-

j.MCtod a much more conspicuous mountain

rmge south of thti upper vvalern ot the

.St, JoUn. And i can readily conceive tiiat

aa Liifriishman wiio Hunks nothing is wanting

but hi^lildudd, and who looks not beyond Ihisj

Map, should consider tho c.ise u very clear'

on. J in favor of Great iJritaiii.
j

\Vin«a I jiiy.'^e U came to exaui.i^o lU...* map > 1

IP t'nriif vvhich struck me as being most pe-
|

-00 the river lloostuc and iIkj !

i\wv i ..ique, brancdiesoi' iiio JSt John.vvi.icli
;

L::it i .li..- main stream nearly Oj)posite to o:. .
'

nother, and whicii run, m opposite d irec-

;

t.ons, hot in the same general line,one south-
i

v.e^t.;i. iior norttjeant, both logelhi :\
i

'vur a ijpace ot cne hundred and iiliy ir.iU.vs,
1

v> ..- lunning rii^ht alonij; tJit
|

Hi 10 rawj^c of inountainn.
-'•vsee tlie.sp ri

': hojie of
. iO bound, I! y
veiy bed ot iho

drawn Uf) the lines were run, not by flitch
ell's Map and by the gnoirraj^hy of ih> j irt *i

a.'^ it is, i)Ut by some anticpie chart (ft!::'
,

.

adamito a^fe, w.ik li Inppeaed, by grr ii iucn,

to be saved in JNoah'.s ark, or miglit iiave

been dug up in a fossil sinpf. '."^'nn soma jI

the 'I'jarnes about I'ari^;, and s;o in p-roccss

'd time fell into the hands of John Adanii or
old Hop Frnnk'm
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F')r Ibis ha 111 so lenco searelu
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If such bo gi oloiry, \ desire iiuiio !
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the Knu.',
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iiuhlani'is'" occupymg the i woubl ralbor havo a single g'ain oi .. aieljj

!l.;osluc, the Si John, and
j

fact, and jjliin. living triilb, than a oirt-Ioid

!'h is seemed to bo a strange of vucli piettMisive soietice arnl elaforaie mys
ranker tiian the noiion et tiiiration. If is j)ainlul tosec even the Ian-

jiua .r.> ot .^ iHuce perverted, i Jiis
flpport, to such di*iiigeni]ous *:ui[-^. And yot

.ctljerl.uui-, Vvdio, though he
l)i)Uii!;ary line in the thnlicnis or

led (filie St John, ilid not pietcnd tnaL Hie
|

Mr Fealht rstouliaugh lalkrf about the ^\spuri

j \oiV lii^lilaiids ih(.'m:5c!vi;.s were thero, along
j
ous tupoo' '^div '' of (he American-' ^'.-d ^\
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